Twenty two patients were foilowed up for a mean of 10-7 years after acute yersinia arthritis. Their 
The clinical characteristics of acute yersinia arthritis are well known. Since the first descriptions in Finland,1-3 reports from other countries have also been published.f6 The factors influencing the pathogenesis of yersinia arthritis are genetic disposition,7 possible persistence of the antigen in the synovia,8 9 and antigen specific immunocomplexes in the circulation or in the synovia.' 01 In marked contrast to the abundant data on the acute phase of yersinia arthritis, only sparse information is available on its long term course and prognosis, and the bearing of immunological factors on them. To date, the only long term study was carried out in Scandinavia on a series of 129 patients for a mean observation time of 52 months (range 14-113). Eighty five of these patients were followed up for a further 10-5 years (range 6-3-16 8). 12 According to these studies, the prognosis for patients with acute yersinia arthritis is highly favourable. In light of these data on long term prognosis, findings on the persistence of yersinia in intestinal mucosa and lymph nodes,'3 on the persistence of antigens in the synovia, 8 In patients with onset of symptoms not more than eight weeks before the physical examination, the mean erythrocyte sedimentation rate was 86 mm after one hour, the serum iron concentration was 8-0 ,tmol/l, and the a2 globulin fraction in the serum protein electrophoresis was 12-8%.
Radiological examination was not performed during the acute phase except on the sacroiliac joints in a single patient with marked limitation of lumbosacral spine mobility. A bilateral synostosis was found in this patient. 
